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ESUUC Sunday Services  

 
Sunday, December 2, 10:30 am � �Thinking Outside the Box�- We have to face the fact that the way we 
interact with the world is shifting so rapidly we can hardly keep up with it.  It is time to allow for different 
paradigms in this season of �peace and goodwill� as we see how we are really connected in deep and 

surprising ways to systems and people in far away lands.  Dr. Waun will present. 
  
Sunday, December 9, 10:30 am � �Reflections on Death��  As winter descends upon us, we recognize 
death as a part of the natural cycle of life, yet it is the rare individual who lets mortality into their 
consciousness.  Death permeates human existence, yet we ignore it, particularly the church, which should be 
leading the way.  Are we risking our happiness?  Is there a healthier plan than living in denial? 
 
Sunday, December 16, 10:30 am � �Christmas in Baghdad�--  This new musical written our own David 
Schwartz uses traditional Christmas carols with new words to describe the U.S. involvement in Iraq and a 
plea for withdrawing the troops by Christmas and restoring peace.  In addition, the choir will sing some 
carols with the original words in which the audience can participate. 
 
Sunday, December 23, 10:30 am � �Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men�--  Wanda Guthrie, long-time 
peace activist (and Leona's mom), will discuss the prospects for peace in our time.   
 
Monday, December 24, 7:30 pm �  �Love Came Down at Christmas�--  Our annual traditional �story� 

centered Christmas Eve service will feature favorite carols, a book by Pearl S. Buck and the singing of 
�Silent Night� with hand held candles.  Dr. Waun will facilitate. 
 
Sunday, December 30, 10:30am  -- �Reflecting on the Holidays �-  A panel of ESUUC members will 
discuss the many ways Unitarian families experience the holidays. 
 
Sunday, Jan. 6, 10:30am- �Sex and Spirituality�-- We don�t usually address this subject in church, but 

perhaps it is time to explore how sexuality and spirituality are related, especially in our culture at a time in 
history when sex is such a central and formative focus. Dr. Waun will venture carefully into this minefield 
of a topic. 
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Pastor�s Column:  
 Finding the Right Words 
         by Rev. Renee Waun                     

 
 
There has been a fuss in recent years about the best, most sensitive and appropriate way to convey holiday 
greetings at this time of year, so as not to offend anyone.  And I�m sure we all remember this anonymously 

written �Lawyer�s Christmas Greeting� that made the email round a few years ago: 
 
Please accept without obligation, explicit or implicit, our best wishes for an environmentally conscious, 
socially responsible, politically correct, low stress, non-addictive, gender neutral, celebration of the winter 
solstice holiday, practiced within the most enjoyable traditions of the religious persuasion or secular 
practice of your choice, with respect for the religious/secular persuasions and/or traditions of others, or 
their choice not to practice religious or secular traditions. 
 
When I first read this I recall thinking how much it sounded like some UUs I know, and it made me smile.  
But I think we�ve all probably gotten beyond this sort of thing by now.  At least I hope so. 
 
As we enter full tilt into this holiday season may we find deep and sincere ways to connect with those for 
whom the celebration is meaningful and special.  It probably won�t matter so much what words we use as 

long as we express ourselves in a way that translates to others as a wish for peace, love, hope and joy for our 
world! 
 
 

 

 

mUUsings from the President: 
  by Matt Mathis                                         UU University 
 

 
For most of us, the Holiday season is a time to be with our families. We either visit our parents, or our not-
so-little children come home to us, or sometimes both. At the same time the commercial world works as 
hard as it can to inject its base message into our lives. It is all to easy to forget just how lucky we are and to 
forget the people who are less fortunate than ourselves. I am not so much speaking of people who have 
fallen on financial hard times, but the people who are alone, or have lost loved ones or their connections to a 
supporting community. 
  
We all need to be thankful for what we have, and extend the hand of community  to the people who are 
without. This is the true holiday spirit! 
  
Please feel free to call or send a note anytime. 412.654.7529 or mathis@psc.edu 
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